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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1,4,6, 7, and 1 0 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
"the rear compartment" should be -a rear compartment-- (claim 1 , lines 1-2); 
"the roof region" should be ~a roof region- (claim 1 , line 2); 

"the lateral roof frame" should be ~a lateral roof frame- (claim 4, line 4); 

"the rear pillar" should be -a rear pillar- (claim 4, line 3); 

"the first roof section" should be -a first roof section- (claim 6, line 2); 

"in that" should be deleted (claim 6, line 2); 

"the rear pillar" should be ~a rear pillar- (claim 6, line 4); 

"the second roof section" should be -a second roof section- (claim 6, line 4); 

"the first airbag region" should be -a first airbag region- (claim 7, lines 1-2); 

"the second airbag region" should be -a second airbag region- (claim 7, line 2-3); 

"the rear pillar" should be -a rear pillar- (claim 1 0, line 2). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "first sub- 
container 90" should be -second sub-container 90- (paragraph 0023, line 5). 

Appropriate correction is required. 



3. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In regard to claims 1-3, the phrase "and/or" renders the claim indefinite. 
In regards to claim 12, the examiner is unsure what the applicant is trying to claim. 
The claim should be rewritten for clarification purposes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the 'invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanase et 
al. (6,783,152). Tanase et al. disclose an occupant protection device (for example, 
including #M1) able to protect a vehicle occupant in a rear compartment of a vehicle 
comprising: 

• Airbag (for example, including #20 with expansion portions including #23, 24 and non- 
expansion portions including #27, 34) fastened in a roof region of the vehicle 
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• When inflated, the airbag at least partially covers both a side wall/window and a rear 
wall/window (for example, as seen in figures 1, 6) 

• The airbag is integrated in the roof region and concealed by roof lining/covering (for 
example, including headliner #8 and garnishes) 

• The airbag, when inflated, has two airbag regions (for example, including #21 , 34) 
arranged at a right angle to each other (for example, as seen in figures 1, 6), including 
a first region (#21) at least partially covering the side wall/window and a second 
region (#34) at least partially covering a rear wall/window 

• The first airbag region (#21) is integrated in a first roof section (for example, including 
#3) of the vehicle roof, and the second airbag region (#34) is integrated in the second 
roof section (for example, including #13) of the vehicle roof 

• The first roof section (#3) runs along a lateral roof frame as far as a rear pillar of the 
vehicle, and the second roof section (#13) extends along a rear cross-member (can 
be seen in figures 1, 6) 

• The airbag is stored in a "holding container" (for example, including tape member #35) 
that is fastened in the roof region (can be seen in figure 2) 

7. Claims 1-3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Albrecht (DEI 00 56 298 A1). Albrecht discloses an occupant protection device (including 
#9) able to protect a vehicle occupant in a rear compartment of a vehicle comprising: 

• Airbag (including #9) fastened In a roof region of the vehicle (between roof lining and 
roof) 
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• When inflated, the airbag at least partially covers both a side wall/window and a rear 
wall/window (best seen in figure 1) . 

• The airbag is integrated in the roof region and concealed by roof lining/covering (see 
Abstract) 

• The airbag, when inflated, has two airbag regions (for example, including side region 
and rear region as seen in figure 1) arranged at a right angle to each other, including 
a first region (side region) at least partially covering the side wall/window and a 
second region (rear region) at least partially covering a rear wall/window 

• The airbag is shaped so that the second airbag region (rear region) unfolds as it 
inflates between a head restraint of the occupant's seat and the rear window/wall 
(while rear seat and its associated head restraint are not shown, based on the 
location of the airbag against the rear windshield #8, the airbag would be inflated 
between the rear windshield and the rear seat head restraint) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. . 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanase et 
al. (6,783,152) in view of Dominissini (6,688,641). Tanase et al. disclose a gas generator 
(for example, including #39). However, Tanase et al. do not specifically disclose the gas 
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generator being a cold gas or hybrid gas generator. Dominissini teaches an occupant 
protection device (including #10) able to protect a vehicle occupant in a rear 
compartment of a vehicle comprising an airbag (including cushion #18) fastened in a roof 
region of the vehicle (can be seen in figure 2), and a gas generator (#24), which can be a 
hybrid gas generator (column 5, lines 7-11). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the gas generator of Tanase et 
al. with the hybrid gas generator of Dominissini in order to provide faster response time 
for inflation of the airbag. Further, the use of hybrid inflators is very common in the art, 
particularly in elongated inflators used with side or roof mounted airbags, such as the 
type disclosed in the Tanase et al. reference, where fast response time is especially 
crucial due to the fragile nature of the part of the occupant's body being protected. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 6-10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gotz et al. disclose a rear seat airbag. 

Saslecov discloses an airbag inflated between the rear window and the rear seat: 
Sack discloses a roll bar including an airbag that inflates behind the rear seat. 
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Zander discloses a roll bar including an airbag that inflates from behind the rear 
seat toward the front windshield and above the seated occupant. 
12. Though not prior art based on its filing date, Mori et al. disclose an occupant 
protection device for protecting a vehicle occupant in a rear compartment of a vehicle 
comprising an airbag fastened in a roof region so that, when inflated, the airbag at least 
partially covers both a side wall/window and a rear wall/window of the vehicle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura B. Rosenberg whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6674. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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